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Alnur Hijjah Rizka Indriyani, (2021): The Correlation between Students’ 
Motivation and their Writing 
Ability at the Second Year Students 
of SMP IT Syahruddiniyah Sungai 
Pagar 
 
The purpose of this study is to identify students’ motivation and students’ 
writing ability at the second year of SMP IT Syahruddiniyah Sungai Pagar. This 
research is correlational research. The population of this research were the second 
year students who consisted of 4 classes. The total population of this research 
were 81 students. Because the population was less than 100, so the researcher took 
all the sample. Thus, the researcher took 81 students as the sample of this 
research. In collecting the data, the researcher used questionnaire to measure 
students’ motivation and writing test to measure the students’ writing ability. The 
researcher analyzed the data by using Pearson Product Moment formula of SPSS 
Version 20.0. Based on the results, it was found that the mean score of students’ 
motivation was 77.48 (good level), while their writing ability was 79.52 (good 
level). In terms of the correlation between students’ motivation and their writing 
ability, the researcher found that sig. (2-tailed) < α = 0.029 < 0.005. Thus, the 
researcher concluded that H0 was rejected and Ha was accepted. Moreover, the 
researcher found that the value of correlation coefficient (r) was -0.188 which 
indicated that there was no correlation between the two variables. Based on the 
research findings, it could be concluded that there was no significant correlation 
between students’ motivation and their writing ability at the second year of SMP 
IT Syahruddiniyah Sungai Pagar.  
 





Alnur Hijjah Rizka Indriyani, (2021): Hubungan antara Motivasi Siswa dan   
Kemampuan Menulis Mereka di 
Kelas Delapan SMP IT 
Syahruddiniyah Sungai Pagar 
 
Penelitian ini dilakukan untuk menemukan hubungan antara motivasi siswa 
dan kemampuan menulis mereka di kelas delapan  SMP IT Syahruddiniyah 
Sungai Pagar.Tujuan khusus dari penelitian ini adalah untuk menemukan apakah 
ada atau tidaknya hubungan yang signifikan antara motivasi siswa dan 
kemampuan menulis mereka. Populasi penelitian ini adalah siswa kelas delapan 
yang terdiri dari 4 kelas. Total populasinya adalah 81 siswa. Karena populasinya 
kurang dari 100, maka peneliti mengambil semua sampel. Jadi, peneliti 
mengambil 81 siswa sebagai sampel dari penelitian ini. Dalam pengumpulan data, 
peneliti menggunakan angket untuk mengukur motivasi siswa, dan tes menulis 
untuk mengukur kemampuan siswa dalam menulis. Peneliti menganalisa data 
menggunakan rumus product moment pada aplikasi SPSS Versi 20.0. 
Berdasarkan hasil penelitian, ditemukan bahwa nilai rata-rata siswa dari motivasi 
sebesar 77,48 (level bagus), sedangkan kemampuan menulis mereka sebesar 79,52 
(level bagus). Dalam hal hubungan antara motivasi siswa dan kemampuan 
menulis mereka, peneliti menemukan bahwa nilai sig. (2-tailed) < α = 0.029 < 
0.005. Jadi, peneliti menyimpulkan bahwa H0 ditolak dan Ha diterima. Selain itu, 
peneliti menemukan bahwa nilai r koefisien adalah -0.188 yang menyatakan 
bahwa tidak terdapat hubungan antara kedua variable. Berdasarkan penemuan 
penelitian, dapat disimpulkan bahwa tidak terdapat hubungan yang signifikan 
antara motivasi siswa dan kemampuan menulis mereka di kelas delapan  SMP IT 
Syahruddiniyah Sungai Pagar.  
 




وقدرهتم على  التالميذ(: عالقة بني دافع 0202النور حجة رزكا إندرايين، ) 
مبدرسة شهر الدينية  8 الفصلالكتابة يف 
 املتوسطة اإلسالمية املتكاملة سوعاي فاغار
مت إجراء هذا البحث دلعرفة عالقة بني دافع التالميذ وقدرهتم على الكتابة يف 
. والغرض مبدرسة شهر الدينية ادلتوسطة اإلسالمية ادلتكاملة سوعاي فاغار 8 الفصل
رهتم على الكتابة. بني دافع التالميذ وقد هامةمعرفة ما إذا كانت هناك عالقة  همناخلاص 
بسبب . تل يذا 88اجملت ع فصول. جم وع  4يتكون من و الثامن تالميذ الفصل ت ع اجمل
 ةالباحث ت. لذلك، أخذةمجيع العين ةالباحث ت، أخذتل يذ 811قل من اجملت ع األعدد 
 نايستباال. يف مجع البياانت، استخدمت الباحثة بحثال امن هذ ةعينتل يذا كال 88
 ةالباحث تعلى الكتابة. قام هتملقياس قدر  ةكتابالاستخدمت اختبار و ، هملقياس دافع
برانمج احلزمة اإلحصائية للعلوم بتحليل البياانت ابستخدام معادلة حلظة ادلنتج يف تطبيق 
 الدافع لدى درجاتجد أن متوسط و  بحث، . بناًء على نتائج ال01إلصدار االجت اعية 
 79،18 كانت على الكتابة يف حني أن قدرهتم ،(يدج مستوى) 77،48 كان التالميذ
 تني بني دافع التالميذ وقدرهتم على الكتابة، وجدب من حيث العالقة(. كاف   مستوى)
 تاستنتج ،. لذلكα  =1،109 <1،111 الذيل( >-0. )سيجأن قي ة  ةالباحث
أن قي ة ووجدت الباحثة . ةقبولالفرضية البديلة مو الفرضية ادلبدئية مردودة أن  ةالباحث
واليت أشارت إىل عدم وجود عالقة بني ادلتغريين. بناًء على  -1،888كانت   rادلعامل 
بني دافع التالميذ وقدرهتم على هامة ستنتا  أن ال توجد عالقة االنتائج البحث، ميكن 
 .ارمبدرسة شهر الدينية ادلتوسطة اإلسالمية ادلتكاملة سوعاي فاغ 8 الفصلالكتابة يف 
 العالقة، الدافع، القدرة على الكتابة:  األساسيةالكلمات 
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A. Background of the Research  
Writing is one of the language skills that also should be mastered by 
the students. According to National Assessment of Educational Progress 
(2002). Writing skill is one of the basic requirements for better academic 
performance as well as other activities related to writing presentation . It is the 
last skill gotten by them after listening, speaking, and reading, more ever it is a 
process to transfer ideas or though into a written language and a way of 
thinking and learning that gives the writer science in practice to explore his 
ideas or information. In order to produce meaningful communication in 
writing. However, in writing language, there is a strong tendency to structure.  
Even scientific books are written in English. In addition, writing ability 
is only sported by high willingness, interest, and motivations but knowledge 
about writing itself also. Writing is a personal act in which writers take ideas 
or prompts and transform them into a self-initiated topic. Supporting the idea 
above, Aryanika (2016) says that writing is largely a matter of fixing things 
To write well. It means that writing is a means of communication in which the 
writer uses the language to express their feeling, thought and ideas in written 
form students need to incorporate the purpose or prompt into their own unique 
approach to writing.  
One of important aspects in writing is motivation. Motivation is one of 
the key factors refers to language learning success. It is supported by Harmer 
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(2001) says that motivation is some kind of internal drive which pushes 
someone to do things in order to achieve something. The division of 
motivation provides information that is not always the conscious interest that 
comes from inside, but it can also be influenced by some factors outside the 
individual. However, most researchers on motivations pint out that intrinsic 
motivation is seen as the more important for encouraging success.  
Motivation is a fundamental element of students‟ learning. Teachers 
can assist in increasing and developing motivation for optimal achievement in 
the classroom. According to Schunk, Pintrich & Meece (2002, p.4) Motivation 
is the process whereby goal directed activity is instigated and sustained can 
take either intrinsic or extrinsic forms. Teachers have to believe that writing is 
not only an important subject or ability in the curriculum but an important 
experience that enables the students to find personal meaning in learning 
practices through teachers‟ guide. It is also important the teachers‟ view of 
writing also influences students‟ motivation to write. So, when teachers view 
writing as basically individual ability, they tend to stimulate motivation 
mainly through assigning interesting topics when possible. 
Regarding the role of motivation in learning writing, it is obvious that 
the students with high motivation are those who value and are willing to use 
writing as a valuable activity or means of expression, communication, and 
elaboration. This kind of students is realistically self- confident, developing 
the source for filling satisfied and be involved when writing. Therefore the 
problem of having a lack of motivation is not always triggered by an 
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unattractive writing task, but it is more about how students are assisted during 
the learning to develop their self-confidence on they are writing so that they 
are able to raise their motivation to write. Dornyei (2001) states that 
motivation explains why people decide to do something, how hard they are 
going to pursue it and how long they are willing to sustain the activity. 
Because human behaviour has two basic dimensions, direction and magnitude 
(intensity), motivation is closely related with the choice of a particular action, 
the effort expended on it, and the persistence with it. From those explanations, 
it could be sum up that between students‟ motivation and their writing ability 
has relationship. 
 SMP IT Syahruddiniyah is one of the Integrated Islamic Junior High 
School in Sungai Pagar. This school, SMP IT Syahruddiniyah, uses School-
Based Curriculum (K13) as the current curriculum and puts English as one of 
the compulsory subjects which are taught two times a week and it has a 
passing grade. The sum of learning English in one semester is 48 hours by 
using curriculum K13 with KKM 75. English is also taught a compulsory 
subject that the national examination. The standard competencies: 
understanding the meaning of the written text in the term of the recount for 
that relate to the environment. To obtain the knowledge and skill in the 
English language, SMP IT Syahruddiniyah provides the students with 




Based on the writers‟ preliminary study by interviewing the English 
teacher at SMP IT Syahruddiniyah on January 10
th 
2020, the teacher said that 
many of the eighth grade students still have problems in English especially in 
writing descriptive text. Their writing ability still cannot fulfill the curriculum 
expectation (Minimum Criteria Achievement) with the score of 75. From 
interviewed the English teacher at SMP IT Syahruddiniyah Sungai Pagar on 
January 10
th 
2020 the researcher found that one of the factors is students‟ 
motivation on writing. Based on the writer‟ preliminary study at the eighth 
grade of SMP IT Syahruddiniyah, the writer found some phenomenon: 
1. Some of the students Lack of motivation to write descriptive text  
2. Some of the students are not motivated in learning English 
3. Some of the students are unable to raise opinion or ideas in writing  
4. Some of the  Students are minim of vocabularies 
5. Some of the students are not confident to train themselves to write  
Based on the symptoms above and reminding the importance of writing 
ability, therefore, the writer is interesting to do a research entitled: “THE 
CORRELATION BETWEEN  STUDENTS’ MOTIVATION AND 
THEIR WRITING ABILITY AT THE SECOND YEAR OF SMP IT 











B. The Problem 
1. Identification of the Problem 
a. Why did some of the students have lack of motivation? 
b. Why did not some of the students have motivation in learning 
English? 
c. Why did not some of the students able to raise opinions or ideas in 
writing? 
d. Why did some of the students have lacking of vocabularies? 
e. Why were few students not confident to train themselves to write? 
2. Limitation of The Problem 
In order to solve the problem, the writer limits the problem into the 
students‟ motivation and their writing ability at the second grade of SMP 
IT Syahruddiniyah. 
3. Formulation of the Problem 
a. How is students‟ motivation in learning English at the second year of 
SMP IT Syahruddiniyah Sungai Pagar?  
b. How is students‟ writing ability at the second year of SMP IT 
Syahruddiniyah Sungai Pagar? 
c. Is there any significant correlation between students‟ motivation in 
learning English and their writing ability at the second year of SMP 






C. The Objectives and Significance of the Research 
1. The objectives of the research 
a. To find out the students‟ motivation in learning English at the second 
year  of  SMP IT Syahruddiniyah Sungai Pagar 
b. To find out  the students‟ writing ability at the second year of SMP IT 
Syahriddiniyah Sungai Pagar 
c. To find out the significant correlation between students‟ motivation 
and their writing ability at the second year of SMP IT Syahruddiniyah 
Sungai Pagar. 
2. The Significance of the Research 
a. Hopefully, this research is able to benefit the writer as a novice 
researcher especially in learning how to conduct a research. 
b. These research findings are also expected to be useful and valuable, 
especially for students and teachers of English at the eighth grade of 
SMP IT Syahrudiniyah Sungai Pagar. 
c. Besides, these research findings are also expected to be positive and 
valuable information, especially for those who are concerned in the 
world of teaching and learning English as a foreign or a second 
language. 
d. Finally, this research finding is also expected to give the students and 





D. Reason for Choosing the Title 
There are some reasons why the writer is interested in carrying out this 
research based on the following reasons: 
1. The tittle of this research is relevant with the writers states as a 
students of English Education Department. 
2. The problem of this research are not yet investigating by other 
previous researchers. 
3. The location of the research facilities the writer in conducting the 
research. 
E. Definition of the Terms 
There are some terms involving in this research, to avoid 
misunderstanding toward the terms used in this research. The following terms 
are defined as follows: 
1. Motivation  
Elliot& Dweck (2005) state that Motivation is a significantly 
important factor for academic learning and achievement across childhood 
through adolescence. It means that motivation makes people know what 
they should do to take their target in learning, because motivation can be a 
key for someone to do something better to achieve the goal. In this 
research, motivation refers to students‟ motivation in writing. 
2. Writing Ability 
Writing ability is one of the micro skills in English learning process. 
According to Geiser & Studly (2001) the ability to write something in a 
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productive way is an indicator of success during the learning process. It 
means that writing ability is an ability to express ideas, thought, and 
feeling to other people in written symbols to make the reader understand 






REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 
 
 
A. Theoretical Framework 
1. The Nature of motivation 
a. Definition of Motivation 
Motivation is one of the most important factors that influence the 
success in language learning. According to Armstrong (2014, p.170) 
Motivation is the strength and direction of behaviour and the factors that 
influence people to behave in certain ways. People are motivated when 
they expect that a course of action is likely to lead to the attainment of a 
goal and a valued reward – one that satisfies their needs and wants. 
Motivation is the only thing that will lead people to do something better. 
Naiman et al. in Ur (1991, p. 275) showed that the most successful 
learners are not always those who have a natural aptitude for learning, but 
those who possess certain characteristics most of which are clearly 
associated with motivation. 
Motivation is one of the key factors refers to language learning 
success. Such people may be self-motivated, and as long as this means 
they are going in the right direction to attain what they are there to 
achieve, then this is the best form of motivation. But additional 
motivation provided by the work itself, the quality of leadership, and 
various forms of recognition and reward, builds on self-motivation and 
helps people to make the best use of their abilities and to perform well. It 
10 
 
is supported by Harmer (2001) he says “motivation is some kind of 
internal drive which pushes someone to do things in order to achieve 
something”.  
Motivation is concerned with the strength and direction of behavior 
and the factors that influence people to behave in certain ways. According 
to Awaluddin (2019) stated that motivation can be defined as the fuel that 
derives the learners to fulfill their goals, wants, and need in learning.  So, 
the concept of motivation refers to internal factors that impel action and to 
external factors that can act as inducements to action. It is supported by 
Wentzel and Brophy (2017) motivation is a means for someone in 
achieving goals by their quality behavior. It means motivation pushes 
someone to do something and keep on that activity. The term „motivation‟ 
can refer variously to the goals individuals have, the ways in which 
individuals chose their goals and the ways in which others try to change 
their behavior. Every student has internal condition which give impact in 
daily activities, particularly to give something. In educational area, 
motivation can be a powerful for the students to do something better in 
order to reach their goals in learning. However, without motivation the 
students will be lazy to learn because of nothing pushing either within or 
outside of them. From the definition about writer conclude that Students 





b. Components of Motivation 
According to Arnold et al. in Armstrong (2014, p.170) there are three 
components of motivation:   
1) Direction  
What a person is trying to do.  It is one thing to want to accomplish a 
goal, but it is another actually to carry out the task by acting on the 
motivation.  
2) Effort   
How hard a person is trying. It means something produced by 
exertion or trying. 
3) Persistence  
How long a person keeps on trying. It is one thing when someone 
continues to exist or happen, especially for longer than 
is usual or desirable. 
In addition, According to Öztürk (2013) writing motivation scale 
consists of five factors that include positive attitude towards writing, 
possessed objective, loading failure to writing, sharing of writing, and 
efforts to writing. Besides, Payne (2012, p. 22) pointed out that there are 
five primary factors of writing motivation. They are enjoyment, self-
efficacy, instrumentality, recognition, and effort. Enjoyment refers to 
enjoy in doing writing activities, self-efficacy means students‟ belief about 
their writing ability, instrumentality is related to belief about writing as a 
means of achieving success, recognition is related to receiving rewards for 
12 
 
writing or feedback on writing, and effort means students‟ effort in doing 
writing task.  
c. Types of Motivation 
1. Intrinsic Motivation  
Intrinsic motivation is a drive to do something based on their 
desire enjoyable. Intrinsic motivation can be increased through 
engaging learning experiences. According to Barry & King (2000) 
intrinsic motivation refers to engaging in an activity for its own sake, 
for the enjoyment, challenge, interest or natural fulfilment of curiosity.  
Intrinsic motivation can arise from the self-generated factors that 
influence people‟s behaviour. It is not created by external incentives. 
It can take the form of motivation by the work itself when individuals 
feel that their work is important, interesting and challenging and 
provides them with a reasonable degree of autonomy (freedom to act), 
opportunities to achieve and advance, and scope to use and develop 
their skills and abilities.  
2. Extrinsic Motivation 
Extrinsic motivation occurs when things are done to or for people 
in order to motivate them. Ur (1996) says “extrinsic motivation is that 
which drives from the influence of some kind of external incentive, as 
distinct from the wish to learn for its own sake or interest in tasks”. For 
example, the offering of incentives for successful task performance 
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such as stickers or point systems. Extrinsic motivators can have an 
immediate and powerful effect, but it will not necessarily last long. 
One of the key external drivers of motivation is reward. 
According to Bartol & Durham (2000) in a variety of forms, rewards 
are often utilized to influence individuals and improve their 
performance. Covington & Mueller (2001) states that educational 
systems use praise, gold star stickers, or grades to induce students to 
learn more. On the other hand Deci & Ryan (2000) extrinsic 
motivation involves engaging in an activity for external reasons, such 
as achieving separable desired outcomes (rewards) or avoiding 
undesired outcomes (punishments). 
Based on statement above, it is assumed that extrinsic motivation 
is caused by factors from outside of students. It can be from teachers, 
parents, friends, environment, etc. Actually, that factor can influence 
upon students‟ extrinsic motivation in teaching and learning process 
as follow : 
a) Parent 
Children often remain with parents in their home, so it is the 
responsibility of the parents to fulfill the basic needs or 
educational needs of their children. Moreover parents are always 
in the favor of controlled life of their children. They also produce 
such atmosphere at home which does not affect the growth and 
Education of their children. According to Pintrich (2004) a parent 
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can offer many of these beneficial, extrinsic, and motivational 
factors. It means that parents have an important role to motivate 
their children. 
b) Teacher 
 Teacher is a person who has an important role in 
teaching and learning activity to socialize and shaping motivation 
among students. Teacher is not only a person who transfers the 
knowledge to students, but also as a motivator who always 
motivates and supports the students in teaching and learning. 
Teacher support is important for students, because teachers as a 
facilitator for students‟ and engaging them in different behaviors, 
Also the teacher uses his knowledge to provide appropriate 
knowledge to the target learners. In addition to that, a teacher is a 
special person in that she/he is capable of interpreting education 
philosophy and policy into real life. 
c) School Environment 
School environment greatly affect the motivation of 
students in getting knowledge, the article of school environment 
has a very important role for students in the process and 
development of learning. So that related to the condition of the 
school must be considered well by all parties, such as learning 
facilities and infrastructure, interaction relationships between 
students and other students, teachers and students, the discipline 
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run in one school and various other school environment 
conditions that influence on student learning . 
2. Writing  
a. Definition of Writing 
Among the four language skills of English, writing is considered 
the most complex skills for the English Language to acquire because 
of its complexity in grammatical structure, vocabulary, spelling and 
pronunciation. According to Sokolik in Nunan (2003) writing is a 
combination of process and product. The process refers to act of 
gathering ideas and working with them until they are presented in a 
manner that is polished and comprehensible to readers. As we know 
writing is an activity done by the students, which cannot be produced 
if the writer does not have ability to master the components of writing 
in which she or he must be able to understand about the components. 
Students start learning to communicate through written form as they 
begin to interact with others at school level. According to National 
Assessment of Educational Progress (2002) advanced writing skill is 
one of the basic requirements for better academic performance as well 
as other activities related to writing presentation.  
Oshima and Hogue (1991, p. 3) define that “writing is so 
important in academic life that some universities have on-line writing 
centers. These sites offer extra writing advice and information.” It 
means that the students have to study and practice it deeply in their 
16 
 
daily activities because it is very useful for their advanced, especially 
in education. Writing is the one of the basic skills of the English 
language. It is generally considered one of the most difficult that other 
skills for foreign language students. Supporting the idea above 
Kellogg (2008) says that writing helps to reinforce the grammatical 
structure, enhance the students‟ vocabulary, and assist other language 
skills such as reading, listening and speaking. And then, the job of 
teaching writing has occupied the attention of papers, articles, 
dissertations, books and even spare professional journal exclusively to 
devoted to writing.  
Nowadays, it is not only using speak-up to share our ideas or our 
messages, but also writing as one of media. It is a complex activity 
which involves many aspects and considerations. According to Nunan 
(2003, p.88) writing is a complex process. It involves a physical and 
mental act. Physical is related to send the word or ideas to specific 
medium such as letters, hand writing, or others. Mental work is the 
process of the expressing the ideas, and thinking in delivering the 
message into written language. It means that the students can share all 
their minds, opinions or everything through writing. For example, 





b. Writing Ability 
Nickerson, Perkins, & Smith (1985) the ability of productive 
writing requires sound ability of thinking on comprehensible matters. 
The most important factor that makes the learners good writers is to 
link their ideas coherently in their writing. In this context, the teachers 
have to teach them how to organize their ideas properly and how to 
use the linking words to connect sentences and paragraphs in a 
systematic way. If the sentences are not well organized, the purpose of 
writing will not be fulfilled. Therefore, the teachers of English should 
pay more attention on linking their ideas logically. 
This ability cannot be acquired easily, it takes long and complete 
process. According to Rijlaarsdam and Bergh in Pratama (2012, p. 84) 
there are two principles in maximizing the acquirement of writing 
ability. First, practice make perfect. Practice helps the students to be 
fluency by integrating the components into the execution of the task. 
Second, similarity of task, it means when the students learn to write an 
easy. It should be similar. 
According to Pratama (2012, p. 84) there are several factors 
influence ability in writing a text, they are as follows: 
1) Fear factors of writing  
According to Burckardt in Pratama (2012, p. 84) there  were 
some factors that made someone afraid to write such as, have 
poor graphmotor skill, poor expressive skills, cannot seem to 
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organizer their thought, they are afraid to spell word correctly, 
have trouble with syntax, and trouble retrieving vocabulary word. 
2) Reading  
Reading becomes one of media for the writer to gain 
information that they will deliver it to the essay. Thus, the more 
they read the more experience they obtained to write text or essay. 
3) Writing environment  
When the students are in the literacy environment in which 
people are accustomed to write and writing becomes daily 
activities such class room settings, courses, workshop, etc. the 
students will  be often to write. The habitual students to write 
becomes useful for improving students‟ ability in writing. 
4) Teaching technique  
The techniques of teaching writing are of course needed very 
much in the efforts of encouragement of students to write. The 
technique used by the teacher takes important role in developing 
students‟ ability especially in writing text because learning 
atmosphere created by the teacher. Without considering the 
techniques used, writing product cannot be produced in such well- 
organized performance. 
c. Genre of Writing 
According to Pratama (2012, p. 18) there are some genres in 
writing such as narration, description, recount, and analytical 
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exposition. In this research the writer would like to present about 
descriptive text. Descriptive text is a text that is always in around us 
when we want to describe something or someone. In general, 
descriptive means describe about particular person, place or thing 
details. Descriptive text should concentrate on action (verbs), rather 
than sensation (adverbs and adjectives). Descriptive text has generic 
structures and language features. Abisamra (2001, p.1) adds that 
descriptive is the text picturing the person, place and thing with clear 
detail to help the readers visualize an object which is described. So, by 
writing a descriptive text, the writers will create their sense of 
impression and get a clear picture of the object which is described. 
According to Gerot and Wignell (1994, p.208) descriptive text is 
a text type we use when we want to tell how something looks, smells, 
feels, acts, tastes, sound etc. It means that when we want to describe 
how something looks, smells, feels, acts, tastes, sound to someone by 
a text, we can create descriptive text. 
Moreover, Hedge (1998) stated that the description is the kind of 
writing uses to bring the reader into the picture, for example by telling 
the reading how strike the sense, how it looks, smell, sound, even 
sometime how it tested. It means that the descriptive writing is one of 




Gerot and Wignell (1994, p.208) add their opinion about generic 
structures of descriptive text. They say that there are two generic 
structures of descriptive text as follows:  
a. Identification 
 Identification is necessary in order to avoid having general 
statement. It means that a writer needs to identify which particular 
thing. 
b. Description  
It describes specifically parts, qualities, and characteristics of 
a phenomenon or a subject details that is being described. 
d. Writing Assessment 
According to Jacob, et al. (1983, p.139) a highly useful heuristic 
for teaching and learning is ESL composition profile, which draws 
together in a convenient and capsulized form the essential for effective 
writing. 
ESL composition profile is an evaluation guide in order to 
provide a point of view, an outline of an ESL writers‟ success at 
composing or putting together the main elements of written discourses 
into a connected, coherent piece of writing that communicates 
effectively.  
This profile contains five components: content (30 points), 
organization (20 points), vocabulary (20 points), language use (25 
points), mechanics (5 points). The total weight for each components is 
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further broken down into numerical ranges that correspondence to 
four mastery levels: Excellent to very good, good to average, fair to 
poor, and very poor. It can be figured out as follows: 
Table II.1  
The Rubric for Assessing Writing 
Category Score Criteria 
 30-27 EXCELLENT TO VERY GOOD : knowledgeable; substantive; 
through development of thesis; relevant to assigned topic 
 
CONTENT 26-22 GOOD TO AVERAGE: some knowledge of subject; adequate range; 
limited development of thesis; mostly relevant to 
 21-17 FAIR TO POOR: Limited knowledge of subject, little substance, 
inadequate development of topic  
 16-13 Very Poor: does not show knowledge of subject; no organization; not 
enough to evaluate 
ORGANIZATION 20-18 EXCELLENT TO VERY GOOD: fluent experience; ideas clearly 
stated/ supported; succinct; well-organized; logical sequencing; cohesive 
 17-14 GOOD TO AVERAGE: somewhat choppy; loosely organized but main 
ideas stand out; limited support; logical but incomplete sequencing 
 13-10 FAIR TO POOR: non fluent; ideas confused or disconnected ; lacks 
logical sequencing and development 
 9-7 VERY POOR: does no communicate, no organization or not enough to 
evaluate 
LANGUAGE USE 25-22 EXCELLENT TO VERY GOOD: effective complex constructions; few 
errors of agreement, tense, number, word order/function, articles, 
pronouns, prepositions 
 21-18 GOOD TO AVERAGE: effective but simple constructions; minor 
problems in complex constructions; several errors for agreement, tense, 
number, word order/function, articles, pronouns, prepositions but 
meaning seldom obscured 
 17-11 FAIR TO POOR: major problems in simple/complex constructions; 
frequent errors of negation, agreement, tense, number, word 
order/function, articles, pronouns, prepositions and /or fragments, run-
ons, deletions; meaning confused or obscured 
 
 10-5 VERY POOR: virtually no mastery of sentence construction rules; 
dominated by errors; does not communicate; or not enough to evaluate 
 
VOCABULARY 20-18 EXCELLENT TO VERY GOOD: sophisticated range; effective 
word/idiom choice and usage, word form mastery; appropriate register 
 17-14 GOOD TO AVERAGE: adequate range; occasional errors of 
word/idiom form, choice, usage but meaning not obscured 
 
 13-10 FAIR TO POOR: limited range; frequent errors of word/idiom form, 
choice, usage; meaning confused or obscured 
 9-7 VERY POOR: essentially translation; little knowledge of English 
vocabulary, idiom, word form, or not enough to evaluate 
 
MECHANICS 5 EXCELLENT TO VERY GOOD: demonstrates mastery of 
conventions; few errors of spelling; punctuation, capitalization, 
paragraphing 
 4 GOOD TO AVERAGE: occasional errors of spelling, punctuation, 
capitalization, paragraphing but meaning not obscured 
 3 FAIR TO POOR: frequent errors of spelling, punctuation, capitalization, 
paragraphing; poor handwriting; meaning confused or obscured 
 2 VERY POOR: no mastery of conventions; dominated by errors of 
spelling, punctuation, capitalization, paragraphing; handwriting illegible; 
or not enough to evaluate 




e. Components of Writing  
There are some components of writing that should be considered by 
the writers. According to Paulston and Bruder (1976) in Syafi‟i  (2018) 
said that there are three aspects of writing composition that include 
correct language form, mechanics of punctuation and organization of 
content . In addition, Hugey in Pratama (2012, pp. 13-18) illustrated 
five aspects that should be directly involved in writing performance, 
namely: 
1) Content  
Content is one of writing component discusses about how the 
writers develop the ideas and shows knowledge of the subject.  
2) Organization 
Organization is writing‟s components which tells about the 
systematic and flows of ideas. The ideas should be developed into 
coherence sentences, clearly linked to produce the expressions, 
clearly stated, well organized, logically sequenced and cohesive. 
3) Vocabulary  
Vocabulary is a set of lexemes, including single words, 
compound words and idioms. 
4) Language use  
Language use is the creation or interpretation of intended 
meanings. In making a good writing; grammar is important to be 
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mastered, because grammar is basic to be understood by the 
students. It will help the students to compose a text. 
5) Mechanics 
It tells about punctuation, capitalization and spelling. 
Mechanics include some matters, such as spelling, punctuation and 
capitalization. Spelling is important to make meaningful writing.  
f. Types of Writing Performance 
According to Brown (2003, p.220) there are four categories of 
written performance that capture the range of written production are: 
1) Imitative  
Imitative is to produce written language at the beginning level 
of learning to write.  The learners must attain skill in the 
fundamental, basic tasks of writing letters, word, punctuation and 
very brief sentences. 
2) Intensive (controlled)  
Beyond the fundamentals of imitative writing are skills in 
producing appropriate vocabulary within a context, collocation and 
idioms, and correct grammatical features up to the length of a 
sentence. Meaning and context are of some importance in 
determining correctness and appropriateness, but most assessment 
tasks are more concerned with a focus on form and are rather 




3) Responsive  
Here, assessment tasks require learner to perform at a limited 
discourse level, connecting sentences into a paragraph and creating 
logically connected sequence of two or three paragraph 
4) Extensive  
Extensive writing implies successful management of all the 
processes and strategies of writing for all of purpose, up to the 
length of an essay, a term paper, a major research project report, 
or even a thesis. Writer focus on achieving   a purpose, organizing 
and developing ideas logically, using detail to support or illustrate 
ideas, demonstrating syntactic and lexical variety , and in many 
cases, engaging in the process of multiple drafts to achieve a final 
product. 
g. The Writing Skills 
According to Brown (2003, p.221) there are two kind of writing 
skill, namely: 
1) Micro-skills 
Mastery of these micro-skills helps the writer to have good 
command over writing free of mistakes and errors. 
a) Produce graphemes and orthographic patterns of English. 




c) Produce an acceptable core of words and use appropriate word 
order patterns. 
d) Use acceptable grammatical systems (e.g., tense, agreement, 
pluralization), patterns, and rules.  
e) Express a particular meaning in different grammatical form. 
f)  Use cohesive devices in written discourse. 
2) Macro-Skills  
a) Use the rhetorical forms and conventions of written discourse.  
b) Appropriately accomplish the communicative functions of 
written texts according to form and purpose. 
c) Convey links and connections between events, and 
communication such relations as main idea, supporting idea, 
new information, given information, generalization, and 
exemplification.  
d) Distinguish between literal and implied meanings when 
writing.  
e) Correctly convey culturally specific references in the context 
of the written text. 
f) Distinguish between literal and implied meanings when 
writing.  
g) Develop and use a battery of writing strategies, such as 
accurately assessing the audience‟ interpretation, using 
prewriting devices, writing with fluency in the first drafts, 
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using paraphrases and synonyms, soliciting peer and instructor 
feedback, and using feedback for revising and editing. 
h. Process of Writing 
Harmer (2004, p.4) there are some processes of writing, they are: 
1) Planning  
In the planning phase, there are some things that should be 
considered by writer. These comprise the purpose, audience, and 
content structure. 
2) Drafting  
 In the drafting phase refers to the writer‟s first version  draft 
in which writer have manifested what they have planned into a 
text, it may still require some revisions. The way to effective 
writing is to defer word choice: certainly you should avoid letting 
your writing solidify too soon into elaborate grammatical 
structures that will hinder future revision. 
3) Editing  
The editing phase covers the activity of reflecting and 
revising of what writers have written. It may be done by the 
writer who read or reflect their appropriate of their writing in term 





4) Final Version  
The final version is the last product of writing that starting 
from planning to editing. The writer concludes that to produce a 
good piece of writing requires knowledge about the aspect of 
writing in order to produce the ideas needed in writing process. 
3. The Correlation between Students’ Motivation and their Writing 
Ability 
 Motivation is a key factor that refers to learning process. It is 
supported by Harmer (2001) he says “motivation is some kind of internal 
drive which pushes someone to do things in order to achieve something”. 
Brown (2007) added “motivation is the extent to which you make a choice 
about goal to pursue and the effort you will devote to that pursuit.  
Moreover, Dimyati and Mudjiono (1994, p.75) stated that motivation is a 
mental encouragement that moves and leads human behavior. Therefore, 
motivation in writing becomes an impulse or support that comes from inside 
and outside of students and it can change students‟ writing ability to be 
better than before. Aryanika (2016) says that writing is largely a matter of 
fixing things. It means that writing is a means of communication in which 
the writer uses the language to express their feeling, thought and ideas in 
written form. Conversely, students with low motivation usually have no 
strong will to engage in the process of teaching and learning and get the 
lower achievement. Students with low motivation always assume that 
English subject is as the most difficult one to be learned.  
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B. Relevant Research  
According to Syafi‟i (2018, p. 102) relevant research is required to 
observe some previous researchers conducted by other researchers in which 
they are relevant to our research. Besides, we have to analyze what the point 
was focused on, informing the design, finding the conclusion of the previous 
research. 
The First research is from Dinda Dabria (2018) entitled “a correlation 
between students‟ writing motivation and their writing ability at the eighth 
grade of Islamic junior high school 3 pekanbaru”. This study used quantitative 
apparoach. it was conducted at Islamic Junior High school 3 pekanbaru. Then 
the writer compared r0and table in product moment Pearson correlation 
formula. There are two criteria to determine the validity of items: if  r0>rtable 
at the significance level of 5%, it means that the instrument is valid. If the 
r0<rtable at the significance level of 5%, it means that the instrument is not 
valid. It shows that 21 items were valid and 4 items were invalid. It means that 
there are 21 items that can be used in this research. 
The second research was conducted by Septa Aryanika (2016) entitled 
“The correlation between the students‟ writing motivation and the writing 
ability”. The finding of this research there is any positive and significant 
correlation between the students‟ writing motivation and the writing ability 
among the eleventh grade students of Senior High School Utama Wacana 
Metro in the academic year of 2009/2010.  To analyze the data, the writer used 
product moment correlation. The result of data analysis is “r observed” = 0, 
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506 higher than “r table” = 0, 273. Based on the result of analysis data above, 
it can be inferred that Ha is accepted. 
Another research was conducted by Rini Asrida (2018) entitled 
“Correlation between students‟ motivation and writing achievement at fourth 
semester of English Department Lambung Mangkurat university 
Banjarmasin”. The finding of this research is there is significant correlation 
between students‟ learning motivation and writing achievement. It is found by 
the result of discussions that the correlations is 0,043. The interpretation of 
this research is 0,296. It means there is a significant correlation but the level is 
low. 
Based on the relevant research above, it can be concluded that is has 
similarity with this research: the similarities between both researchers and this 
research are in the variable x that is the students‟ motivation and the design is 
a correlation. However, the differences between both researchers and this 
research are on the variable Y, instrument, the total sample, time and location, 
the text focus and technique on collecting and analyzing data. The data is 
collecting by using questionnaire and written text and analyzed by using 
Pearson product moment correlation. 
 
C. Operational Concept  
Operational concept is a concept used to give an explanation about 
theoretical framework and avoid misinterpretation and misunderstanding of 
this research. According to Syafi‟i (2018, p.103) operational concepts are 
derived from related theoretical concepts on all of the variables that should be 
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practically and empirically operated in an academic writing. This research is a 
correlation research in which focuses on gaining the correlation between 
students‟ motivation and their writing ability at the second year of SMP IT 
Syahruddiniyah. There were two variables used, they were variable X as the 
independent variable and variable Y as the dependent variable. In this 
research, variable X refers to students‟ motivation and variable Y refers to 
students‟ writing ability. 
Variable X (students’ motivation) 
In this research, the writer concludes several indicators to be an 
operational concept as stated by Öztürk (2013) who developed a scale for 
defining writing motivation. It is as follows: 
1. The students have a belief about their writing  
2. The students have goals in writing  
3. The students always have efforts to writing   
4. Students always share their writing 
5. The students enjoy in writing activities 
Variable Y (writing Ability) 
To know the students‟ writing ability at the eighth grade of SMP IT 
Syahruddiniyah, the researcher determined some indicators for writing as 
stated by Hugey in Pratama (2012). The indicators of writing are:  
1. The students are able to express their ideas in written form  
2. The students are able to write in a good organization   
3. The students are able to write by using appropriate vocabulary   
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4. The students are able to employ the language use of writing.  
5.  The students are able to apply a good mechanic including punctuation 
and spelling  
 
D. Assumption and Hypothesis of the Research 
1. The Assumption  
In this research, the researcher would like to offer some assumption, 
they are: 
a) Every student has different motivation in writing 
b) Every student has different potential in writing ability 
c) Motivation is an effective factor, because student who have good 
motivation will have better writing ability 
2. The Hypothesis 
a. Null Hypothesis (Ho) 
There is no significance correlation between students‟ motivation 
and their writing ability at eighth grade of SMP IT Syahruddiniyah 
sungai pagar. 
b. Alternative Hypothesis (Ha) 
There is a significance correlation between students‟ motivation 







METHOD OF THE RESEARCH 
 
A. Research Design 
The design for this research was correlation in explanatory research 
design. According to Muijs (2004) define that the method we will use to 
analyze the relationship between two continuous variables is called the 
correlation coefficient. It is supported by Creswell (2012) that correlation is a 
statistical test to determine the tendency or pattern for two (more) variables or 
two sets of data to vary consistently. In order definition, correlation is any of a 
broad class of statistical relationships involving dependences, through in 
common usage it most often refers to extent to which two variables have a 
linear relationship with each other. 
According to Creswell (2012) “an explanatory research design is a 
correlation design in which the research is interested in the extent to which 
two variable (or more) co-vary, that is, where changes in one variable are 
reflected in changes in the other”. From the definition above, it is clear that the 
purpose of the correlational research is to find out whether there is a 
correlation between two or more sets of data. This research consists of one 
independent variable and one dependent variable. The students‟ motivation 
will be variable X (independent variable) and their writing ability was variable 
Y (dependent variable). 
It can be conclude that the correlational research is to find two sets of data 
that have a linear relationship or to find out whether there is a correlation 





B. Time and Location of the Research 
1. Time of the Research  
It was conducted on July 2020 
2. Location of the Research 
The Research was conducted at SMP IT Syahruddiniyah. It is located on 
Sungai Pagar, Riau.  
 
C. Subject and Object of the Research 
1. Subject of the Research  
The subject of the research was the second year students of SMP IT 
Syahruddiniyah Sungai Pagar.  
2. Object of the Research 
The object of this research was the correlation between students‟ 
motivation and their writing ability. 
 
D. Population and Sample of the Research 
1. Population 
The population of this research was the second year students of SMP 
IT Syahruddiniyah in 2019/2020 academic year. Population of this 
research is four classes. The total number of population is 81 students. 
And the sample is 98 students. They consist of four classes, those are class 






The Total Population of the Second Year Students’ at SMP IT 
Syahruddiniyah Sungai Pagar 
NO Classes  Total of 
population 
1 VIII A  20 
2 VIII B  22 
3 VIII C  19 
4 VIII D  20 
 Total  81 
 
2. Sample 
The population of this research is 81 population. According to Ary 
(2010, p.148) population is all members of any well-defined class of 
people, events, or object. The technique that will be used in this research is 
total sampling. According to Arikunto (2006, p.134) if the population is 
less than 100, the researcher better take all the population. Total sampling 
is the technique of sampling where the number of sample as same as 
population 
In SMP IT Syahruddiniyah school, class of boy and girl is separated. 
In this school there are 4 classes, namely 2 classes are male and 2 classes 
are female. So, the researcher will take the population of this research is 
the eighth grade students of SMP IT Syahruddiniyah all that consist of 





Table III. 2 
The Sample of the Second Year Students’ at SMP IT Syahruddiniyah 
No  Class  Total of population Sample 
1  VIII A  20  
2  VIII B  22  
3  VIII C  19 81 
4  VIII D  20  
  Total  81  
 
E. The Technique of Data Collection 
1. Questionnaire 
According to Cohen (2018, p. 471) the questionnaire is a widely used 
and useful instrument for collecting survey information, providing 
structured, often numerical data, able to be administered without the 
presence of the researcher and often comparatively straight forward to 
analyzed. In this research, the researcher used questionnaire to measure 
students‟ motivation or variable X. 
Table III.3 
The Blue Print of Students’ Writing  Motivation 
Indicator Sub Indicator Total Item  Number 
 1. The students have a belief 
about their 
    Writing 
3  2,9,10 
Motivation 2. The students have goals in 
writing 
4  6,11,16,3 
in Writing 3. The students always have effort 
to write 
5  4,18,5,8, 
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 4. Students always share their 
writing 
3  19,15,17 
 5. The students enjoy in writing 
activities 








The Likert scale rating 
 
Option 
  Score 
 
Strongly Agree 
Positive Statement Negative Statement 
5 1 
Agree 4 2 
Undecided 3 3 
Disagree 2 4 
Strongly disagree 1 5 
   
           Adopted from: Gay (2012, p.157) 
2. Test 
According Cohen (2018, p.563) “test is subject to item analysis”. Tests 
can be used to compare students, such as to see if a student has achieved a 
particular fixed criterion, to see how quickly students can work, and to see 
what skills a student has mastered. Teacher should understand if the 
students are learning about writing, the students have to write, and 
assessed them in the form of writing. According to Jacob, et al. (1983, 
p.139), a highly useful heuristic for teaching and learning is ESL 
composition profile, which draws together in a convenient and capsulized 
form the essential for effective writing. 
ESL composition profile is an evaluation guide in order to provide a 
point of view, an outline of an ESL writers‟ success at composing or 
putting together the main elements of written discourses into a connected, 
coherent piece of writing that communicates effectively. This profile 
contains five components: content (30 points), organization (20 points), 





Excellent to very good, good to average, fair to poor, and very poor. It 
can be figured out as follows: 
Table III. 5 
The Rubric of Assessing Writing 
Category Score Criteria 
 30-27 EXCELLENT TO VERY GOO : knowledgeable; substantive; through development 




26-22 GOOD TO AVERAGE: some knowledge of subject; adequate range; limited 
development of thesis; mostly relevant to 
 
 21-17 FAIR TO POOR: Limited knowledge of subject, little substance, inadequate 
development of topic  
 




20-18 EXCELLENT TO VERY GOOD: fluent experience; ideas clearly stated/ 
supported; succinct; well-organized; logical sequencing; cohesive 
 
 17-14 GOOD TO AVERAGE: somewhat choppy; loosely organized but main ideas stand 
out; limited support; logical but incomplete sequencing 
 
 13-10 FAIR TO POOR: non fluent; ideas confused or disconnected ; lacks logical 
sequencing and development 
 




25-22 EXCELLENT TO VERY GOOD: effective complex constructions; few errors of 
agreement, tense, number, word order/function, articles, pronouns, prepositions 
 
 21-18 GOOD TO AVERAGE: effective but simple constructions; minor problems in 
complex constructions; several errors for agreement, tense, number, word 
order/function, articles, pronouns, prepositions but meaning seldom obscured 
 
 17-11 FAIR TO POOR: major problems in simple/complex constructions; frequent errors 
of negation, agreement, tense, number, word order/function, articles, pronouns, 
prepositions and /or fragments, run-ons, deletions; meaning confused or obscured 
 
 10-5 VERY POOR: virtually no mastery of sentence construction rules; dominated by 




20-18 EXCELLENT TO VERY GOOD: sophisticated range; effective word/idiom choice 
and usage, word form mastery; appropriate register 
 17-14 GOOD TO AVERAGE: adequate range; occasional errors of word/idiom form, 
choice, usage but meaning not obscured 
 
 13-10 FAIR TO POOR: limited range; frequent errors of word/idiom form, choice, usage; 
meaning confused or obscured 
 9-7 VERY POOR: essentially translation; little knowledge of English vocabulary, 
idiom, word form, or not enough to evaluate 
 
MECHANICS 
5 EXCELLENT TO VERY GOOD: demonstrates mastery of conventions; few errors 
of spelling; punctuation, capitalization, paragraphing 
 
 4 GOOD TO AVERAGE: occasional errors of spelling, punctuation, capitalization, 
paragraphing but meaning not obscured 
 3 FAIR TO POOR: frequent errors of spelling, punctuation, capitalization, 
paragraphing; poor handwriting; meaning confused or obscured 
 2 VERY POOR: no mastery of conventions; dominated by errors of spelling, 
punctuation, capitalization, paragraphing; handwriting illegible; or not enough to 
evaluate 





After the students do the test, the researcher then takes total score from 
the result of writing ability. The classification of the students‟ score is as 
follows Sudijono (2007, p.35): 
Table III. 6 
The classification of students’ score 
No Score/ range Criteria 
1 80-100 Very good 
2 70-79 Good 
3 60-69 Sufficient 
4 50-59 Less 
5 0-49 Fail 
 
3. Validity and Reliability 
a. Validity  
Validity is the most important consideration in developing and 
evaluating measuring instruments. Ary (2010, p. 226) reveals that there 
are three kind of validity: they are content validity, criterion related 
validity, and construct validity. To analyze the validity of students‟ 
motivation, the researcher will use SPSS 20.0 program to analyze the 
data. In order to find out the validity of writing ability test, the writer 
will use content validity. Content validity is receiving renewed attention. 
Content validity is partly a matter of determining if the content that the 
instrument contains is an adequate sample of domain of content, it is 
supposed to represent 
1) Validity Questionnaire 
To analyze the validity of students‟ motivation, the researcher 




students. The researcher used SPSS 20.0 program to analyze the 
data. The researcher compared robserved to rtable at significant level of 
5% is 0.444 (df=N-2=18). The robserved of each item should be higher 
than the rtable to be considered as a valid question. If robserved on the 
analysis is less than rtable, it can be concluded that these items are not 
significantly correlated with the total score (declared invalid) and 
must be removed or corrected. 
Based on the try out result of the instrument validity to the 20 
items, it showed that all the item were valid. It means that were 20 
items that could be used in this research.  
Table III.7 

























Item 3 0.662 0.444 Valid            Item 13 




0.765 0.444 Valid            Item 15 0.562 0.444 Valid 
0.618 0.444 Valid            Item 16 0.700 0.444 Valid 
0.733 0.444 Valid            Item 17 0.717 0.444 Valid 
Item 8 
Item 9 
0.613 0.444 Valid            Item 18 0.551 0.444 Valid 
0.678 0.444 Valid            Item 19 0.699 0.444 Valid 
Item 10 0.722 0.444 Valid            Item 20 0.773 0.444 Valid  
 
 
2) Validity of writing test 
In order to know the validity of writing ability test, the 
researcher use content validity. Gay (2012) said that there are four 
kinds of validity. They are content validity, criterion-related validity, 
construct validity, and face validity. All of them have different usage 
function. Content validity is partly a matter of determining if the 




of content, it is supposed to represent. Content validity refers to the 
content and format of the instrument. How appropriate the content or 
format is. Thus, the researcher gave the test based on the material 
that was studied by the students. The material of the test was taken 
from the textbook.  
b. Reliability 
According to Cohen (2018, p.268) Reliability as stability is a 
measure of consistency over time, over similar samples and over 
the uses of the instrument. A reliable instrument in a piece of 
research yields similar data from similar respondents over time. 
There are three principal types of reliability: stability, equivalence 
and internal consistency. The table below is the categories of 
reliability test used in determining the level of reliability of the 
test. 
Table III.8 
Level of Reliability 
No Reliability  Level of reliability 
1 >0.90  Very High 
2 0.80-0.90  High 
3 0.70-0.79  Reliable 
4 0.60-0.69  Marginally/minimally 
5 <0.60  Unacceptable Low 
    
    Adopted from: Cohen (2007, p.506) 
 
To obtain the reliability of the students‟ motivation, the researcher 














From the table above, it can be seen the value of Cronbach‟s alpha is 
0.895. The value is higher than the standard Cronbach‟s alpha which is 
0.60. Therefore, it can be concluded the test is reliable, and the level of 
reliability is high. 
F. Technique of Analyzing Data 
In order to find out whether there is a significant correlation between 
students‟ motivation and their writing ability, the data will analyze by using 
statistically formula. The writer will use questionnaire data in variable X. the 




      
 
Where:  
P =  Number of Percentage 
F =  Frequency 
N = Number of sample 
 
To analyze the correlation between students‟ motivation and their writing 
ability at SMP IT Syahruddiniyah, the researcher will used Pearson product-
moment correlation coefficient (r) technique by using SPSS 20.0 Program for 




rxy =  
              
√{          }            
      
Adopted from: Hartono (2010, p.53) 
Where :  
rxy = Coefficient between x and y 
N = Number of sample 
∑x = Number of independent variable 
∑y = Number of dependent variable 
∑   = Number of square of the independent variable 
∑   = Number of square of the dependent variable 
∑xy = Number of multiplication of the independent and dependent 
variables  
    Statistically, the hypotheses are:  
Ho: ro  r table 
Ha: ro > r table 
 
Ho is accepted if ro    r table or there is no a significant correlation between 
students‟ motivation and their writing ability. Ha is accepted if ro > r table or 









This research was conducted to find out if there is a significant correlation 
between students‟ motivation and their writing ability. Based on research 
finding of data analysis on the previous chapters, the researcher concludes 
that: 
1. The mean score of students‟ motivation at the second year of SMP IT 
Syahruddiniyah Sungai Pagar was 77.48 it was categorized as “good” 
level.  
2. The mean score of students‟ writing ability at the second year 
students‟ of SMP IT Syahruddiniyah Sungai Pagar was 79.52 it was 
categorized as “good” level.  
3. There is no significant correlation between students‟ motivation and 
their writing ability with the Sig. (2-tailed) was 0.93. It can be said 
that students‟ motivation has no contribution on students‟ writing 
ability at the second year of SMP IT Syahruddiniyah Sungai Pagar. 
Although, overall students at SMP IT Syahruddiniyah especially for 
the second year students had positive motivation, but is does not mean 
it gives significant influence to their writing ability.  
B. Suggestion  
Based on the finding, the researcher would like to propose several 





For the teachers should construct creative and enjoyable learning for students, 
teachers can encourage students‟ awareness about the importance of writing, 
teacher makes writing as habitual activities for students in the school, teachers 
should be able to guide the students in increasing their motivation in order to 
develop their ability in English, especially in writing.  
1. For students should pay attention to another factors that can increase 
students ability in writing English Language. Considering this view, 
hopefully that the students as writer would write more appropriately.   
2. Motivation has contribution to writing descriptive text. So, the 
researcher suggests for the teachers should construct creative and 
enjoyable learning for students, teachers can encourage students‟ 
awareness about the importance of writing, teacher makes writing as 
habitual activities for students in the school, teachers should be able to 
guide the students in increasing their motivation in order to develop 
their ability in English, especially in writing 
3. These research findings are expected to be positive and valuable 
information for the future research, especially for those who are 
concerned in the world of Teaching and Learning English as a Foreign 
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RESULT OF STUDENTS’ 










































































































Category Score Criteria 
 30-27 EXCELLENT TO VERY GOO : knowledgeable; substantive; through development 




26-22 GOOD TO AVERAGE: some knowledge of subject; adequate range; limited 
development of thesis; mostly relevant to 
 
 21-17 FAIR TO POOR: Limited knowledge of subject, little substance, inadequate 
development of topic  
 




20-18 EXCELLENT TO VERY GOOD: fluent experience; ideas clearly stated/ supported; 
succinct; well-organized; logical sequencing; cohesive 
 
 17-14 GOOD TO AVERAGE: somewhat choppy; loosely organized but main ideas stand 
out; limited support; logical but incomplete sequencing 
 
 13-10 FAIR TO POOR: non fluent; ideas confused or disconnected ; lacks logical 
sequencing and development 
 




25-22 EXCELLENT TO VERY GOOD: effective complex constructions; few errors of 
agreement, tense, number, word order/function, articles, pronouns, prepositions 
 
 21-18 GOOD TO AVERAGE: effective but simple constructions; minor problems in 
complex constructions; several errors for agreement, tense, number, word 
order/function, articles, pronouns, prepositions but meaning seldom obscured 
 
 17-11 FAIR TO POOR: major problems in simple/complex constructions; frequent errors 
of negation, agreement, tense, number, word order/function, articles, pronouns, 
prepositions and /or fragments, run-ons, deletions; meaning confused or obscured 
 
 10-5 VERY POOR: virtually no mastery of sentence construction rules; dominated by 




20-18 EXCELLENT TO VERY GOOD: sophisticated range; effective word/idiom choice 
and usage, word form mastery; appropriate register 
 17-14 GOOD TO AVERAGE: adequate range; occasional errors of word/idiom form, 
choice, usage but meaning not obscured 
 
 13-10 FAIR TO POOR: limited range; frequent errors of word/idiom form, choice, usage; 
meaning confused or obscured 
 9-7 VERY POOR: essentially translation; little knowledge of English vocabulary, 
idiom, word form, or not enough to evaluate 
 
MECHANICS 
5 EXCELLENT TO VERY GOOD: demonstrates mastery of conventions; few errors 
of spelling; punctuation, capitalization, paragraphing 
 
 4 GOOD TO AVERAGE: occasional errors of spelling, punctuation, capitalization, 
paragraphing but meaning not obscured 
 3 FAIR TO POOR: frequent errors of spelling, punctuation, capitalization, 
paragraphing; poor handwriting; meaning confused or obscured 
 2 VERY POOR: no mastery of conventions; dominated by errors of spelling, 
punctuation, capitalization, paragraphing; handwriting illegible; or not enough to 
evaluate 
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